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WEBSITE, REFLECTIONS, OCCASIONAL PAPERS REPORT

AGM 31st October, 2018.

Website statistics
Device and Location
The website stats from 8th October, 2017 to 7th October 2018 (1 year) show that we had 13,179 sessions, an increase of 10.3% on the same period a year before. There were 29,707 different page views,  up by 12%. Whereas users accessed the site predominantly through desktop computers (7,104), there was a 21.3% increase of those viewing TACTYC’s website through mobile phones (1,931). Although 79% of all users do so from the UK, there were also 436 from USA. An interesting figure is 382 from France, up from 23rd place with only 21 users the year before. Australia (100), Ireland (77), China (60) and India (59) follow. The site is now viewed from 114 different countries around the world.

Content engagement
There has been a dramatic increase to 1,726 sessions (65% up) on the research pages of the TACTYC website, yet a sharp decline in the number of sessions on the Conference page this year, down by 25%. It may be that decision making about attending is later than usual or that those attending are more decisive. Hopefully, the numbers attending will ensure it remains as successful as ever. 

The reflections pages (up from 679 to 862 sessions), the occasional papers (up from 429 to 754 sessions) and the journal (down from 859 to 602 sessions) are the next largest web sections accessed. 

Referrals and Return Visits
Referrals from Twitter and Facebook have reduced by 27.7%  this year whereas search engine usage to come to the TACTYC website is up by 10.6% to 5,686 users and those coming via a direct website address have increased by 12% to 3,084.

Website general
As the increase in mobile users rises it will be important to monitor the ‘friendliness’ of content on a smaller screen. The website holds a wealth of information and accessing it successfully remains a concern. Access to statistical information about the site now comes from a Goggle Analytics dashboard kindly designed for us by the Research and Analytics Department of Taylor and Frances. 

It would be useful to get feedback and views about the way you use the website and your experience of it for future development so please feel free to contact me via garethbettedavies@hotmail.co.uk. 

Dr. Karen Boardman has joined our team of website editors.  Janet Moyles will be stepping down at this AGM, having edited the website since 1998.

Facebook /Twitter/LinkedIn
We continue to be represented occasionally on Twitter (by Rosa Collins) and on Facebook (JM), but we have dropped LinkedIn because it doesn’t seem to be used by many early years people on the whole.  We have 1500 followers and 619 tweets.

Occasional Papers
We have two Occasional Papers in the pipeline at present:  i) Mimi Tatlow-Golden entitled ‘‘Big, strong and healthy’? Children’s learning about food and eating in the early years’ and Jan Georgeson ‘Being child-centred: understandings, confidence and training needs’. Both should be published early next year if not later this year (2018).
Reflections Papers
Reflections papers continue to be a popular part of the website, offering a space to share research and debate issues. Seven papers have been published so far this year with several others in the pipeline. As one of the purposes of Reflections is to offer an opportunity for early career researchers to take their first steps towards publication, last year TACTYC launched a Student Reflections Award. This has proved very successful and entries have risen threefold. Megan Tadddeo, the 2018 winner, will be presented with her cheque at this conference; her paper 'Listening to children creates Better Beginnings' is on the website.

Member Profiles
These are always slow to come in.  Each year we ask for more and occasionally get one!  Can’t we do any better, members?

Gareth Betts-Davies , Janet Moyles, Rory McDowall Clark
TACTYC Website Editors

3rd November, 2018.
