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Journal output 2018

In this anniversary year, marking 40 years of TACTYC, we were delighted to publish a special issue (38, 2) focusing on ‘Lessons and Legacies of Early Childhood History’, guest edited by Larry Prochner and Helen May. Such was the response to the Call for Papers for this issue that we have been able to include a further special section, featuring ‘New Histories in the Field of Early Childhood Education and Care’ in the final issue of the year (38,4). The rest of this issue, and the other two issues published this year (38, 1 and 38, 3) comprised papers which have already been published online.
Paper flow and backlog 2018
The rate of submissions to ‘Early Years’ continues to increase. By the end of October 2018 we had received 86 submissions, compared to 80 by the same time in 2017. While this growth is welcomed it does mean that contributors sometimes have to wait up to two years before their paper can be included in a print issue. Of course, papers are now published online as soon as they are accepted so they do not languish in obscurity while they wait to find their place in a particular issue but we feel our backlog is now at a level which justifies our moving to five issues per year. We have therefore decided, following advice from our publishers, to add a fifth ‘floating’ issue to each volume. This will mean that, starting in 2020, we will be able to choose to make any one of our four issues (published in March, June, September and December) into a double issue. This will give us a welcome degree of flexibility, either expanding a special issue where (as this year) we have a particularly strong response or allowing us to reduce our backlog of papers already published online.
We hope that members will appreciate receiving 25% more ‘Early Years’ each year!

Volume 39, 2019
39-1 March will be a special issue on Early Childhood Policies in Low- and Middle-Income Countries, guest edited by Michelle Neuman (Results for Development, Washington, DC, USA) and Lynette Okeng’o (Africa Early Childhood Network, Nairobi, Kenya). We now have nine papers in review so we are confident that we will be able to produce a strong issue, which will address early childhood policy in a wide range of countries which are not often represented in English language journals, including: Albania, Azerbaidjan, Ghana, Indonesia, Kyrgstan, Lesotho, Malawi, Moldova, Peru, Rwanda, Serbia, South Africa and Tanzania as well as a review of other countries in East Asia, South Asia, West Africa and the Middle East.
39-2 June, and 39-3 September, will include independent papers which have already been published online.
39-4 December will be a special issue entitled ‘Beyond gender binaries: pedagogy and practice in early education and childcare (EEC)’, comprising papers invited by a UK group of guest editors, Yuwei Xu, Jo Warin and Martin Robb. 
Looking ahead to 2020
In 2020 we will have one special issue, 40, 2, which will be a special issue featuring papers from Latin America, coordinated and guest edited by Suely Mello (UNESP, Sao Paolo Brazil), one of our editorial board members, and Mônica Pinazza, (USP, Sao Paolo, Brazil). The Call for Papers for this special issue will be published in the December issue of 2018. 
Changes to the editorial team
We are sorry to be saying farewell to Pamela Oberhuemer, who will finally be allowed to step down from the editorial team after generously agreeing to continue in her role until the end of 2018. Pamela joined the editorial team in 2007 and has played a central role in the continuing development of the journal. In addition to her deep knowledge of early years practice in a wide range of countries, acquired over a long career managing comparative research projects, Pamela has provided wisdom, critical insight and much needed organisational skills. In addition to her razor sharp editing and constructive advice to contributors, her regular ‘state of play’ updates and tables have been invaluable in ensuring that plates have continued to spin despite all of the distractions presented by our other roles. 

We are also delighted to welcome Arianna Lazzari who has been shadowing us throughout the year, with a brief interruption for the birth of her son, Enea, in June. Arianna has had time to see what the role of an editor of ‘Early Years’ involves and she is now and is ready to step into Pamela’s shoes!
Rod Parker-Rees
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