TACTYC 40th ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE, 3.11.2018

PANEL SESSION
Lesley Abbott
Lesley recalled the early days of TACTYC when it was a supportive group, who shared experiences.  It was a trusted network of understanding colleagues for people who were often isolated in their work. They could share concerns and battles.  It was also a good source of external examiners.

Lesley described how what is now the International Journal was put together from photocopies, and acknowledged the international links that are now so well developed. She recalled giving evidence to Select Committee Inquiries, the introduction of multi-disciplinary courses, and pointed out that the first Professors in Early Years Education were all members of TACTYC.  

She considers that lobbying is a primary role and responsibility of TACTYC; we must fight for the cause of high quality early education.
Pat Broadhead
Pat became Chair of TACTYC when the Labour government was developing services for young children and their families.  She reminded us about Learning, Playing and Interacting: good practice in the Early Years Foundation Stage which was published as part of the National Strategies by the Department for Children, Schools and Families in 2009, when every child did matter. 

Pat emphasised the importance of TACTYC’s role in promoting, interpreting and disseminating research, and mentioned our collaboration with BERA, which includes developing policy advice for the government. Having succeeded in gaining a grant from the Vicky Hurst Trust, TACTYC held a colloquium on play; as she says, play IS rocket science.  She then led a presentation in the House of Commons, hosted by Annette Brooke MP in 2008.  

Early years education exists in the real world for all the reasons mentioned, and is essentially there for the children. There is a need for a body of people to fight for children’s interests; their entitlement is our responsibility, and we are not allowed to give up!
(A second event was held in the House of Commons in October 2012 when the then Chair, Tricia Maynard, led a session on children’s readiness for school).

Tricia David
Tricia chaired the panel.  She spoke of the century-long history of the Nursery School Association, now Early Education, and of the enlightened educators who have influenced practice in the UK.  Along with Audrey Curtis and Iram Siraj Blatchford, Tricia was one of the Three Wise Women who wrote a book to counter Curriculum Organisation and Practice in Primary Education, known as the Three Wise Men’s Report, which had been commissioned by Kenneth Clark.  Effective Teaching in the Early Years: Fostering Children's Learning in Nurseries and in Infant Classes was published in 1992.  Tricia also edited Birth to Three Matters: a review of the literature which was compiled to inform The Framework to Support Children in the Earliest Years.

She reminded us that Froebel was told he must “stop training thoughtful, critical children” and said that following a letter to The Times challenging current government policy, she had been warned “You’re on a list.”  People in educational institutions are cowed and frightened; it is up to TACTYC to continue the fight. 
Rosemary Peacocke
Rosemary, who was an HMI, was appointed as Staff Inspector for the Early Years forty years ago. 

She emphasised the fact that it was commonly believed that education began at eleven years of age, in spite of excellent documents such as Language for Learning, published in 2008, which emphasised that early literacy was a key area, and the Plowden Report which stated that play was essential for every child. In view of her experience as Special Adviser to the Education Select Committee in the House of Commons, she has found that MPs are quick learners and can make things happen. We should aim to capture their interest and lobby more.
Colin Richards (from his notes)

My thoughts are autobiographical stretching back a little before the 1970s

As a five year old working-class kid I fell in love with my reception class teacher and through her with learning; that’s still happening today 70 years later! Let’s celebrate reception practice!

As an 18 year old I found myself in charge of a reception class for a whole week; that vividly remembered experience seared on my soul alerted me to the sheer professionalism, stamina and patience of early years teachers. That professionalism hasn’t diminished over the years; through TACTYC and other agencies it’s probably increased

As a junior school teacher, I struggled to find a rationale, a philosophy to guide my practice; I envied my nursery and infant colleagues the strength of their educational convictions and the evident success of their practice. 

As an HMI in the North East I witnessed, and marvelled at, some amazing early years practice, especially in some disadvantaged coastal communities hit hard by mining closures. I conducted a large survey of infant/junior amalgamations and concluded that one of the great losses to the education system was the disappearance of so many nursery and infant schools –providing child-friendly, child-centred and child-enabling education.  I stand by that belief – prompted currently by the threat to separate nursery schools

As a Staff Inspector advising on the introduction of the National Curriculum I tried, but failed, to convince my colleagues that a National Curriculum was necessary but NOT for the age range 3-7; that would be best left alone to continue to develop its own policy and practice. Let’s press for the removal of any aspect of early years from the dead hand of a Gibb-inspired and Spielman-endorsed National Curriculum

As Ofsted’s primary adviser I fought hard, but again unsuccessfully, to convince Chris Woodhead to appoint a specialist adviser for early years to influence inspection and government policy for the under-sevens. Early years has always been underrepresented both in Ofsted and DfE

AS TACTYC’s President, I tried to prevent the erosion of early years professionalism by the then chief’s inspector’s myopic view of what constituted effective teaching.

Now, as a commentator of the education scene, I’m concerned at the current challenge to early years policy and practice epitomised in the aptly named “Bold Beginnings” – a bold, even reckless beginning attempt to redefine reception class policy and practice. 

As an inspector I always trod carefully when visiting reception classes- and not just because of paint splashes on my suit!  Ofsted needs to do the same. But it hasn’t appeared thus far to learn much of a lesson from your fierce, impassioned reaction to Bold Beginnings.
As an educational community you will need to continue to battle for the soul of reception and early years provision more generally, for your long-established and research-informed values and practices and, most importantly, for what you see as the educational well-being of young learners.

Every child STILL matters, STILL MORE.
Marian Whitehead
Marian is passionate about English Literature, together with linguistics and language development linked to early literacy. She was an early recruit to TACTYC, responding to Mary Cox’s call to unite across institutions and ensure that the youngest children should be cared for and educated by specialist early years graduates.  

In 1992, together with Geva Blenkin and Vicky Hurst at Goldsmiths College, she took over editing Early Years, a highly respected international research journal, now published by Taylor & Francis. The Journal continues to exemplify the themes of the conference by supporting professional confidence, advocating for children and families, and informing policy and practice.  

Although the Journal and other publications can do all these things, there is a danger that we can get caught up in our work; Marian would like to see more high profile and articulate advocacy and informed criticism of current policies. She says firmly that we can and should say no to ignorant directives, and gave an example from an early years centre that, with her support, successfully challenged inappropriate Local Authority targets. She quoted Rod Parker Rees in a recent Early Years editorial, calling for professional confidence to inform policy. 
Mary Cox
Mary had given the after dinner speech the previous evening, when she offered a detailed insight into the reasons for the founding and growth of TACTYC, and the strong professional and personal links this has engendered, which are still in evidence. 
In summing up the panel contributions, she emphasised that the two main initial purposes of TACTYC - the need for mutual support for EY professionals and to spread the word about the importance of early learning - continue to this day. In summarising comments from previous speakers, Mary referred to the mutual benefit of contact between TACTYC and HMI and to various steering committees as well as tutors of advanced courses for early years practitioners
She also commented on how spreading the word about early years has grown and developed through the Journal, which has had three main phases: the first publications, spearheaded by Jenefer Joseph, were home produced, with members typing, stapling and distributing them.  Later, Editor Vivienne Little raised the journal to a more professional level through Trentham Books (Ref TD). Then Marian Whitehead, as editor, developed the Journal further through Taylor and Francis publishers (ref. MW).  It is now is a highly respected international journal.  Produced in four editions a year, it has growing international content and influence.

Mary congratulated all involved in the development of the Journal, but added a gentle warning that research articles should be in language comprehensible to practitioners, as their value is perhaps lost through elaborate phrasing. She highlighted the value of the Reflections Papers and the Occasional Papers, which are available on line, in involving and informing practitioners about research-inspired practice and policy, in addition to the Journal.  
Janet Moyles
Janet endorsed what panel members said, and asked members to continue the work of the past 40 years; we must keep up the fight.  

Janet has been a member of the Association (occupying various roles) since 1988.  She chaired TACTYC between 1996-2003, a period of consolidation and growth.  There was a drive to extend and increase membership and build funds, as well as to secure the Journal with the help of our current publishers (Taylor and Francis/Routledge) which gave us an international voice and wider dissemination.  During her term of office, Rosemary Peacocke, Lesley Abbott and Colin Richards had all been active Presidents of the Association.  

This was the era of the ‘educarer’ with much debate and discussion around education and care and the roles of a wide range of professionals, together with the development of a broader range of training courses and in-service opportunities. She sought and achieved greater internationalisation.

Janet set up TACTYC’s first website at this time and has edited the website to this day. Conferences were moved annually to different locations and we gradually built up funds so that we could increase our opportunities to promote professional development in the early years for all practitioners. We made many responses to government consultations on behalf of our members during this period, and lobbied vigorously about inappropriate early childhood policies and practices, something which has continued to this day.
